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Road Safety Council Annual Report 2000

n 2000, there was a total of 14 949 injury traffic
I accidents with 19 429 casualties. 171 people died
on our roads representing the lowest fatality rate for
the past 41 years. Of these casualties it means that, on
average, 41 injuries from traffic accidents occurred every
day and around three people died every week.

Traffic accidents in the past 10 years (Annexes B, C)
have shown a general downward trend and fluctuate at
an average level of 14 900 in recent years with a
temporary bottom of 14 000. A 21.2% reduction in
fatality rate is noted when compared with year 1999.
More information on Accident, Casualty and Fatality
Rates in 1991, 1996 to 2000 is at Annex 'D".

An analysis of traffic accidents by type of collision
revealed that the trend in pedestrian accidents fell to an
average of 369 cases per month in 2000 (see Annex E).
Accidents involving vehicles fluctuated on the lower
trend since 1994, with an average of 480 cases per month
for the past six years. A slightly upward trend is noted
on vehicles colliding with objects with an average of
385 cases per month in recent years.

Apart from monitoring accident statistics, the Council
also analyses accident causation factors and vulnerable
groups. Analysis showed that the most vulnerable drivers
continued to be those who were relatively inexperienced
(see Annexes F1-F3).
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Drivers by Vehicle Class | *Driver Group with the Highest Involvement Rate in 2000

FAZHL VR PIT
Private Car 1 year and under
O £ HE 10 & 11 48

Light Goods Vehicle 10-11 years

ot R VAR UIR
Motor-cycle 1 year and under

* F AL A AR5 I R B IR A% (9 4 B 7 o
*Driver group is categorised by the number of years after obtaining the full driving licence.
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In 2000, some of the more important statistics to emerge

are .

@ Road Users killed or injured

56.1% of those killed were pedestrians (Annex G1). In total,
24.6% of all casualties were pedestrians; 35.9% passengers;
12.6% motorcyclists (Annex G2). Some 33.3% of the
casualties were within the age group 15-29 and about 3.9%
were pedestrian casualties within the age group 5-14. A

histogram of casualties by age group is at Annex H.

® Vehicles involved

32.5% of the vehicles involved were private cars; 14.3%
taxis; 14.1% light goods vehicles; 11.9% motorcycles;
and 19.4% of all vehicles involved collisions with
pedestrians. The absolute number of vehicle
involvement and rates for different vehicle classes are

presented in Annex I.

® Road and Environment

59.9% of all accidents occurred in areas of Hong Kong
Island and Kowloon; about 62.5% of the accidents
occurred away from junctions and about 30.8% of the

accidents occurred during the hours of darkness.
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The top 5 contributory factors in accidents identified

for different types of road user groups are:

Contributory Factors in Traffic Accidents

! Number of
Drivers .
Drivers
Driving too close to vehicle in front 1587
Lost control of vehicle 996
Careless lane changing 826
Turning negligently 768
Trying to avoid collision or otherwise 431
Driver, Passenger or Number of
Pedestrian - as Casualty Casualties
Crossing road heedless of traffic 921
(elsewhere)
Crossing road heedless of traffic 470
(at crossing)
Inattentive 391
Falling inside bus/PLB 271
(sudden stopping/starting)
Falling on stairway of bus 71
. Number of
Vehicles Vehicles
Defective brakes 122
Unidentified vehicle (hit-and-run) 65
Defective tyre 31
Tyre blown out before impact 21
Defective steering 14
Accident Environment Numper o
Incidents
Slippery road (not related to weather) 115
Slippery road (caused by weather) 88
Object or animal on road 74
Pedestrian negligence 60
Potholes 31



