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Road Safety Council Annual Report 2000

The Chairman's Foreword

Only when Hong Kong's roads become the safest in the world can true success be claimed
by the Road Safety Council. Although at first glance this would seem to represent a particularly
lofty ideal, it is one which we in the Council will continue to pursue. The future of all road users
in the Community depends on it.

Whilst education and road engineering form the cornerstone of our safety drive, it is
encouraging to note that legislative changes, introduced in the past year, have also proven their
effectiveness through enforcement action and, most importantly, secured the public's support.
The implementation of a ban on mobile phone use by drivers, increased penalties for speeding,
the fitting of rear seat belts in taxis as well as the introduction of probationary plates for newly
qualified motorcyclists, are all proactive measures specifically aimed at reducing the causation
factors for accidents. This in turn of course helps to reduce the often tragic consequences of
these traffic accidents. Indeed I am particularly pleased to note that statistics for fatal traffic
accidents last year were at their lowest point in 41 years.

Notwithstanding these positive factors however we must all realise that there is no room for
complacency in our pursuit of lessening danger on the roads. In the coming years our push for
improved safety must continue to target two prime areas of concern. In the first instance the
"Smart Driving Theme" of our 2001-2002 campaign will undoubtedly help to drive home the
positive safety factors already introduced for motorists. Secondly, with over half of all road
fatalities involving pedestrians, a simultaneous commitment to education and enforcement for
this category of road user will also be rigorously pursued.

All Council members will focus their full effort on the fore-mentioned goals. With this
unrelenting commitment to achieving safety, the way forward is clearly mapped out, and I ask
that you give us your continued support.

Qmj‘m Lo

LAU Yuk-kuen
Chairman of the Road Safety Council



