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The Chairman's Foreword

This is my first Annual Report as Chairman of the Road Safety Council. 2002 has proven to be a relatively
positive year with regard to road safety. A total of 171 fatalities were recorded during the year, matching 2000's
figure, as the lowest on record for the past 43 years.

However, we cannot get away from the fact that 171 fatalities are still 171 too many. Every accident takes its
toll in terms of untold pain and suffering, cost and hardship. There can therefore be no let-up, not only in our
own safety activities, but also among our partners and stakeholders in the transport industry, as well as all road
users. We must work together, remain vigilant in the ongoing battle to enhance road safety and reduce the
number of traffic accidents in Hong Kong.

During the year, in meeting these objectives every effort to enhance existing measures for a safer driving
environment has been explored. Amended regulations, such as the use of vehicle headlights and hazard warning
lights have been introduced. Moreover, new technology, improved road conditions and safer vehicles are an
ongoing development. To improve the behaviour of road users, we continue our diverse publicity, education and
community campaigns with initiatives such as our Driver Improvement Scheme and the highly successful Best-of-
the-Best Model Driver Award 2002. Making the transition into the electronic era, we also launched a Road Safety
Website in November 2002, providing on-line road safety information and taking our safety message to the local
and international community.

"Smart Driving**continues to be the major theme and focus of our safety campaign into 2003/2004. The aim
of this campaign is to remind not only drivers, but all road users, motorcyclists, cyclists, passengers and pedestrians,
to be courteous while maintaining due care and concern for everyone on the roads. In Hong Kong, statistics
continue to show that the great majority of accidents are caused by such bad driving habits as speeding and
tailgating.”Smart Driving” aims to drive home the message that acting with simple courtesy, consideration and
care will help to save lives.

Road Accidents Wreck Lives. Even worse, Road Accidents Kill! With the publication of this report and as we
look forward into 2003, | would like to ask everyone, from the young to the old, to support us in our many
initiatives. In partnership with the community, we in the Council will create a safer Hong Kong. This contribution
to the dynamic and exciting city that we call home, will provide a quality lifestyle and a safer environment both
for ourselves today and our children tomorrow.

LEE Ming-kwai
Chairman
Road Safety Council



