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Road Safety Improvement Projects
New technology as well as physical and engineering

developments can make a significant contribution to enhancing

the environment and creating a safer road structure.  At the

same time, ongoing maintenance of both vehicles and roads is

also crucial to reducing both accidents and injuries.  The Road

Safety Council is therefore active in a range of engineering

and vehicle maintenance incentives ranging from studying why

certain locations are more prone to accidents than others, to

ensuring the roadworthiness of Hong Kong’s vehicles.

Site Investigations and Improvements
As reported last year, locations with a pattern of accidents

are studied to reveal any common contributory factors with

effective remedial measures then being devised to rectify these

problems.  Priority is given to sites where there are at least 6

pedestrian accidents or 9 accidents with injuries in a 12-month

period.  In 2002, Transport Department investigated a total

151 such sites.  However, with the site improvements carried

out over the years, we are pleased to report that the number

of locations meeting this criteria is decreasing.  As such, we

also pay attention to sites where serious accidents have taken

place, areas with lower accident thresholds but where there is

general public interest or areas where there appear to be a rise

in the frequency of accidents.  With the increasing awareness

and involvement of the community in traffic matters, there have

also been a growing number of requests from District Council

members and the public for the investigation of a particular

location.

Improving Road Signage
Clear and timely signage can make a significant contribution

to safety.  Clear and timely information keeps drivers on track

giving them time to think about what they need to do and

preventing erratic driving, sudden lane changes as well as rapid

acceleration and deceleration of vehicles.

The Transport Department therefore commenced directional

sign modification work during the year for a trial, numbering

the exits of Hong Kong’s expressways.  The trial includes the

road section on Route 3 between the Western Harbour Crossing

toll plaza and Au Tau in Yuen Long.  If the results of the trial
Traffic Accident Blackspot Warning Sign
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prove positive, exit numbers along all expressways will be

implemented in the territory.

Similarly, aware of the importance of a motorist being able

to identify his or her location along an expressway, especially if

there is an emergency or vehicle breakdown, we decided to

improve the current design of Hong Kong’s distance markers

to provide a clear indication of expressway location and route

numbers.  The direction of the expressway is also indicated.

These new distance markers have been installed on Fanling

Highway between Nam Wan Po and Kwu Tung on trial.  If

results are satisfactory, these markers will be implemented along

all Hong Kong’s expressways.

Roadworthiness and Vehicle Safety
Safe roads and responsible and considerate road user

practices comprise only one part of the total safety picture.

Roadworthy and safe vehicles are just as crucial to road safety.

All vehicles in Hong Kong therefore must meet road safety

standards, need to be properly maintained, and have to be

checked for roadworthiness.

The Vehicle Examination

D iv i s ion  o f  Transpor t

Department undertakes this

responsibility.

Type Approvals and Pre-
licensing Inspections
Requirements

Befo re  a  veh i c l e  i s

registered, a prototype of theThe Motor Vehicle Examination Centre at Kowloon Bay

Improved Road Signage on Expressways
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vehicle undergoes type approval and is checked for compliance

with Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance of Vehicles)

Regulations, Chapter 374.  All commercial vehicles, taxis, public

and private light buses, buses, goods vehicles, special purpose

vehicles and trailers also require pre-licensing examinations.

Together with private cars over 6 years old, these vehicles are

inspected annually to ensure that they pass examinations for

their Certificate of Roadworthiness, before licences are renewed.

Franchised Buses

Spot checks on franchised buses together with close

monitoring have resulted in higher standards of maintenance

throughout the industry.  Together with call-up inspections of

non-franchised buses, there has been a gradual improvement in

the maintenance of these vehicles in Hong Kong.

School Transport Vehicles

Special attention is

also paid to the safety

of school transport

veh ic les  in  Hong

Kong.  From February

2001 ,  a l l  s choo l

pr i va te  l ight  bus

operators must hold

passenger service licences and passenger service licence

certificates for their vehicles.  An inter-departmental Working

Group also meets regularly to enhance passenger safety in these

vehicles.  Measures taken include the installation of safer seats,

better driver training as well as enhancing publicity and

education for parents and students.

General Vehicle Safety

New programmes continue to be initiated as and when the

need arises.In July 2002, legislation came into effect, improving

vehicular visibility, with the compulsory use of headlights for

motorcycles at all times and all vehicles in poor visibility

conditions or during the hours of darkness. New legislation

too is constantly being introduced.  For example, legislation

requiring seatbelts for passengers on public light buses is

expected to be in operation by August 2004.  Regular liaison

meetings are also held with transport organisations and vehicle

manufacturers to ensure improved safety of vehicles.


