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You can guess what is the chance of survival
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In 2002, there were a total of 15,576 traffic accidents
involving injury, with 20,600 casualties. While the number of
accidents fell slightly against 2001, the number of injuries rose
slightly by 1.4%. 171 people died on our roads last year,
matching 2000’ figure, as the lowest on record for the past 43
years. On average, this means that 43 traffic accidents with
injuries occurred every day and around three people died every
week.

Traffic accidents involving injuries (Annexes B, C) have shown
a general upward trend after 1998 but on the other hand, the
number of fatalities have greatly fallen to 171 in 2002, a drop
of 1.2% when compared to 2001. More information on
accidents, casualties and fatalities is available at Annex ‘D’. An
analysis of traffic accidents by type of collision revealed that the
trend in pedestrian accidents fell to an average of 369 cases
per month in 2002 and accidents involving vehicles to an average
of 1,238 cases per month, for the past eight years since 1995
(see Annex ‘E’).

Apart from monitoring accident statistics, the Council also
analyses accidents, their causes and the most vulnerable groups.
The single most vulnerable group continues to be pedestrians
with the highest number of fatalities, while the most vulnerable
drivers continue to be those who are relatively inexperienced
except for goods vehicle drivers of whom the highest
involvement rate within the group of drivers with 3 years and
11 to 12 years driving experience respectively (see Annexes F1-

Traffic accidents Wreck Lives
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General 2002 Accident Statistics:
e Road Users killed or injured

With regard to those injured on Hong Kong’s roads in 2002,
drivers, including motorcyclists and cyclists, accounted for the
largest number with 8,318 causalities (40.4%) against 4,805
pedestrians (23.3%b) and 7,477 passengers (36.3%) (Annex G1).
With regard to fatalities, even though the figure went down in
2002, 86 versus 97 in 2001, pedestrians continue to be the
most vulnerable group, accounting for 50.3% of the total, the
highest proportion of those killed. Drivers accounted for 57
fatalities, 33.3% of the total and passengers for 28 deaths or
16.4% of the total figure (Annex G2). A history of casualties
by class of road users and by age can be seen in Annex ‘H’.

» \Vehicles involved

Of the 23,666 vehicles involved in accidents in 2002, private
cars continue to form the largest group, with 7,508 cars
(31.7%) involved, taxis with 3,617 (15.3%), light goods vehicles
suffered 3,117 (13.2%) accidents, followed by motorcycles with
2,718 (11.5%) and franchised buses 1,928 (8.2%). The
accident rate per 1,000 vehicles echoes trends established in
previous years with the highest accident rate among franchised
buses (302), followed by public light buses (253) and taxis (200).
The rate for private cars matches the 2001 figure, remaining
the lowest at just 22 per thousand vehicles. See Annex ‘I’ for
further details.

e Road Conditions and the Surrounding Environment

The statistics also reveal that 33%o of all collision with injuries
occurred at road junctions, 38% at pedestrian crossings and
29% at other locations. 31% of these accidents occurred
during the hours of darkness.

If all Road Users follow the Safety Rules, this will not happen
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Road Safety Council Annual Report 2002

The top 5 contributory factors in accidents identified for different types of road user groups are:

Traffic Accidents—Contributory Factors

Drivers Number of Drivers

Driving too close to vehicle in front 2,132

Trying to avoid collision or otherwise 1,389

Careless lane changing 1,256

Losing control of vehicle 1,251

Improper or illegal turn 950

Drivers, Passengers or Pedestrians — as Casualties Number of Casualties
Crossing road heedless of traffic (elsewhere) 1,363

Crossing road heedless of traffic (at crossing) 619

Falling inside bus/PLB (sudden stopping/starting) 541

Inattentive 503

Falling on stairways of bus 125

Vehicles Number of Vehicles
Defective brakes 82

Unidentified vehicle (hit-and-run) 81

Defective body work 19

Tyre blown out before impact 18

Defective tyre or illegal tyre 16

Accident Environment Number of Incidents
Object or animal on road 110

Pedestrian negligence 106

Slippery road (not related to weather) 91

Slippery road (caused by weather) 64

Potholes 27
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