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Taking Drugs Can...
• Blur your vision

• Make you feel tired or overexcited

• Dangerously raise or lower your blood 
pressure

• Distort your perception

• Seriously affect your concentration, 
reactions and judgement

As a result, taking drugs may adversely 
affect your ability to drive a motor vehicle
safely and responsibly. It will also 
significantly increase your risk of a collision.
Traffic accidents due to impaired driving 
can lead to fatalities or permanent
irreversible disability but they are 
completely preventable.

Effective Counter-Measures
• Follow the instructions of a doctor or 

a pharmacist if you are ordered not to 
drive while you are on medication.

• Read the instructions for all medicines, 
whether purchased over-the-counter or 
obtained on prescription, before taking 
them. If instructed not to drive - OBEY! 
Do not drive if in doubt.

• You have to be conscious of symptoms 
that indicate you are in danger of driving 
under the influence of drugs. Once you 

This leaflet is only a general guide. The relevant legislation is set out in
section 39 of the Road Traffic Ordinance (Chapter 374).
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recognize / detect any of the symptoms, 
you must stop driving immediately.

• Never drive when you 
have taken alcohol and / 
or dangerous / illicit drugs 
such as marijuana, 
ketamine, estascy, etc.

Reminder
• Driving is a complex activity only permitted by licences to 

those who have demonstrated the requisite skills. Those who 
drive or attempt to drive under the influence of drink or 
drugs to an extent as to be incapable of having proper 
control of the vehicle would have committed an offence 
under section 39 of the Road Traffic Ordinance (Cap. 374). 
Offenders will be liable to a maximum fine of $25,000 
and 3 years’ imprisonment. Ten driving offence points will 
also be incurred.


